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1964 - 2021

Senior Advisor, Asia Democracy Network 
Chairman of the Commission on  Human Rights of the

Republic of the Philippines
Activist for all humanity, peace, and justice. 

“It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives.” 
— Samuel Johnson —

A good person dedicates his life to humanity, and passionately fights for 
peace and justice.

We are indebted to Chair Chito’s great contribution from the beginning and 
during the growth of ADN. From the beginning and until his last breath, Chito 
was always there for us and more than willing to help us with ideas and 
advice on ways to create a robust democracy movement

Although he is not with us anymore, his legacy will stay with us. We lost a 
great respectable person, we will carry his struggle forward. Thank You Chair 
Chito, for everything you’ve done and may your soul rest in peace. 

–A Luta Continua– 

TRIBUTE TO JOSE LUIS MARTIN C. GASCON
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The Asia Democracy Network (ADN) is a civil society led multi-stakeholder 
platform dedicated to bringing all aspects of society in Asia together to 
promote and defend democracy and human rights as a collective. ADN is 
a network of networks consisting of members that are regional networks 
that work on diverse themes under the umbrella of democracy. We have 11 
network members and over 300 national members. As a network, we aim 
to promote democratic unity, solidarity, and cultivate the generation of 
advocates to sustain the democracy movement.

ADN was established when a diverse group of civil society democracy 
advocates came together in 2012 calling for the need for a democracy 
advocacy network that intersects sectors and themes under the large 
umbrella of democracy to strengthen solidarity and unity in Asia. The call 
became a reality in 2013, when the ADN officially launched in Seoul, Korea.

ADN headquarters is based in Seoul, Korea with ADN staff members located 
in Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, India, and Malaysia.

ABOUT US
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARIAT 

In response to the times, ADN has been part of the struggle to create an 
initiative to foster consolidation and empower the democracy movement 
in the region. With the mandate to promote and defend democracy we are 
working to implement initiatives through a unique approach to complement 
existing ones. Throughout the year, ADN has provided space for democratic 
consolidation on the regional and national level. A key achievement was the 
increase in working with democrats across Asia to enhance unity pushing 
forward the national democratic agenda especially in preserving norms 
and practices of democracy. ADN recognizes the enormous challenges and 
threats that can only be overcome by working together. Only through unity, 
we will keep improving democracy despite the complicated dynamics of 
democratic societies.

I firmly believe institutions like ADN will play an essential role in strengthening 
and deepening democracy in the region. As democracy is continuously 
tested ADN will work diligently to grow  in scope and coverage working closely 
with other NGO leaders in Asia. I am grateful for fellow democrats near and 
far for their commitment to the movement and supporting ADN to continue 
our critical work in preserving democratic norms. 

On behalf of the secretariat team, 

Ichal Supriadi
Secretary-General

The year 2021, was yet another challenging 
year for democracy consolidating 
worldwide. The restrictions brought on 
by the pandemic continued to place 
barriers and restrict democratic space 
everywhere. This year again was a true 
test to Asia’s democracy. We firsthand 
witnessed conditions exacerbated as the 
democracy crisis lurked on like the plague 
in Hong Kong, Myanmar, and Afghanistan. 
We saw in these spaces and many others, 
democratic regimes fall, and fascist groups 
gain strength. Even in these dire places, 
democrats rose to the occasion to push 
back the democracy regression and defend 
to the end the fundamental freedoms and 

democracy. We must appreciate and acknowledge the sacrifices of those 
who are living in exile and those that have passed on to defend democracy 
and keep the movement alive. 
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Adapting to pandemic restrictions, ADN was able to sustain and create a 
new online platform to fulfill its function in providing democracy education, 
consolidate the democratic narrative, and support activists.  In 2019-2021 
ADN has successfully established the following initiatives:  

a.	 Asia Democracy Chronicles (ADC): Highlighting Asia’s Democracy 
Narrative 

The Asia Democracy Chronicles is an online news platform that highlights 
the democracy and human rights challenges in the Asia Region. Through 
the contributions of renown journalists and democracy advocates, we can 
directly hear from the ground the democracy situation. Through this process, 
we aim to establish Asia’s democracy narrative and strengthen regional 
solidarity. 

Over the course of 2021, the ADC has endeavored to cover a wider gamut of 
issues dealing with human rights and issues around democracy, highlighting 
more countries in Asia, with more writers on board, on top of the others that 
have been featured with more consistency since the inception of ADC:

Countries/Territories Covered:

THE PANDEMIC AND INNOVATION

Key Milestone 
Democracy Chronicle 2021

No of Article 195

No of writers 95

Northeast Asia Southeast Asia South Asia

Hong Kong Thailand Afghanistan

China Malaysia India

Taiwan Philippines Sri Lanka

Japan Singapore Nepal

South Korea Indonesia Bangladesh

Vietnam Pakistan

Myanmar
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Issues Highlighted 

The plethora of stories we’ve covered put a spotlight on structural issues 
undermining many of the challenges confronting countries in the region in 
the midst of the pandemic. These focused on specific sectors of society such 
as women, children, labor, and the LGBTQ community. We also highlighted 
sensitive topics that otherwise remain under the radar such as the 
marginalization of the transgender labor sector in Sri Lanka, the unfair labor 
practices that have put gig workers in Indonesia in a bind, the indigenous 
hunters in Taiwan, to name a few. 

Other articles sought to provide a regional, not just country-specific, 
perspective on specific issues, an example of which is the Southeast Asian’ 
leaders pandemic response and it has adversely impacted politics in the 
region.  

With more writers on board, ADC has been able to cover more ground and 
a few more countries. 

Other components of ADC sought to raise further awareness of specific 
issues. The Democracy Digest and Asia Through the Lens helped fulfill this 
purpose, as they highlighted other important issues in creative formats. 
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b.	Skills Building Programs: Online Democracy Academy, Digital 		
	 Advocacy Training, and Digital Security Trainings 

In ensuring the continuity of providing training to enhance skills for NGOs 
actors ADN has implemented platforms for actors to expand their knowledge 
of democracy and digital security, respectively. 

The Democracy Academy Platform was created through a collaboration 
of multi-sectoral experts to develop a structured curriculum that expands 
knowledge on democracy that is easily accessible for everybody. The 
interactive online platform was launched on November 26, 2020 and allows 
the learner to go through the curriculum at their own pace. In addition to the 
online platform the textbook is also available for download in PDF form. In 
May 2021, we piloted the online program in Timor-Leste, Indonesia, and India. 
In Timor Leste, tests were held in two clusters, one for Women NGOs attended 
by 20 leaders and for the Commission National of Elections (CNE) attended by 
20 CNE’s commissioners and official representatives from 13 existing districts 
in the country. In Indonesia, the training was held in a different approach 
and blended with the state democracy volunteer program organized by the 
Electoral Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) attended by 204 persons consisting of 
mixed youth representatives selected from 34 existing indonesia provinces. 
In India, the pilot is currently in progress with the curriculum being translated 
into a local language and an online training is scheduled for 2022.

ADN manual is available in English, Bahasa Indonesia, and Hindi languages 
and will be available on ADN’s website in PDF form.  

Digital Security Training Platform was developed in cooperation with 
the Southeast Asia Freedom Expression Network (SAFE-net) to increase 
knowledge and skills to members of civil society who work in high risk 
environments. The online platform provided self-learning and downloadable 
manuals for users in addition to comprehensive training that were facilitated 
to respond to urgent cases happening in the region. 

Following are descriptions of specific programs implemented: 

Digital Security Training for Myanmar activists and opposition officials was 
successfully organized as a response to the rapidly changing environment. 
In the Philippines, we also held a training program for 20 NGO activists to 
equip them with tools to maneuver secure communication throughout their 
work. 

Digital Security Training for Southeast Asian Groups In collaboration with 
the National Democratic Institute (NDI) and Safenet, ADN conducted a series 
of training aimed at expanding the knowledge of civil society actors on 
enabling and securing social media platforms. The training was conducted 
by experts from Safenet who discussed the threats existing within the 
digital space, theoretical foundations of digital security, and tools on how 

https://safenet.or.id/
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to ensure digital hygiene, which includes password managers, VPNs, secure 
communication mediums, and secure alternative programs organizations 
can use. The expert from NDI, on the other hand, discussed how organizations 
can adopt digital securities and considerations when creating these policies. 
The training also adopted games to test the progress of participants and 
their understanding of their learnings during the training.The training was 
attended by 15 representatives from various Southeast Asian countries.

Digital Advocacy Training for Southeast Asian Groups. A Digital Advocacy 
Training was also conducted through the partnership of the Asia Democracy 
Network and the Active Vista, a civil society organization in the Philippines. 
For the training, 25 participants were selected, from 5 countries in Southeast 
Asia (Cambodia: 6, Indonesia: 5, Malaysia: 1, Philippines: 9, Thailand: 4). Of 
the 25 participants, 15 are women. The training highlighted that social media 
advocacy and real world advocacy are interconnected. The discussions 
first identified the major challenges experienced by CSOs and the Digital 
Landscape as they conduct advocacy campaigns online. This is to guide 
the participants in defining the Change Framework and the concept of 
the blended world. Discussions centered around understanding the core 
aspects of what makes an impactful digital advocacy campaign. Finally, 
the participants were also taught the value of blended tactics and how they 
can apply it in their respective local and organizational advocacy contexts.
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After its delay due to the pandemic, ADN went forward in 2021 to implement 
the Asia Democracy Consolidation process. After preparation, it was 
implemented systematically through a refined method.  The consolidation 
is structured to build and promote a roadmap in confronting democratic 
regression. To do this, ADN introduced an approach that aims to deepen 
discussion, increase participation, and strengthen NGO engagement at the 
regional and national levels. First the consultations were (i) the national 
consolidation, (ii) sub-regional consultation, (iii) democratic assessment 
through SDGs lens, (iv) organize democratic assembly, and (v) produce a 
document to renew democracy in Asia.  

At the forefront of responding to democracy regression are national actors. 
Therefore in 2021, ADN initiated the national democracy consolidation 
program in five countries in Asia. Specifically Indonesia, Malaysia, Sri 
Lanka, and the Philippines were selected to pilot this initiative. These five 
countries were selected as we assessed that there was potential to unify 
and build resilience among the civil society actors on the national level. 
In addition, we took into consideration the unique NGO dynamics within 
each respective country and the various different strategies used to draw 
maximum involvement from other national actors. ADN partnered with 
long time partner organizations, Suaram in Malaysia, Verite Research in Sri 
Lanka (a key member of the Asia Democracy Research Network), 24 NGOs in 
Indonesia, and 11 NGOs in the Philippines. 

Prior to ADN’s annual regional democracy assembly, ADN organized 
three sub-regional consultations to brainstorm together with democrats 
the priorities for democracy renewal in the Asia region. The sub-regional 
consultation was held respectively in Southeast Asia (SEA), South Asia (SA), 
and North-East-Central Asia (NEACA) involving approximately 70 national 
organization partners and over 100 participants. In addition, we held four 
thematic discussions on the crisis in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Hong Kong, and 
Dalit issues. 

Looking through a Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) lens ADN in 
collaboration with the Community of Democracies held the Asia-Africa 
Democracy Forum (AADF) from October 26-28, 2022. The forum was a 
platform to share the findings of the analysis of the democratic situation 
through the SDG framework, especially the SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and 
Strong Institutions) conducted by experts from Asia and Africa. Prior to the 
forum, a series of workshops were held with the researchers to discuss the 
SDG framework. Over a course of a month prior to the forum, the researchers 
periodically held workshops to collaborate and standardize the reports. 
Through the workshops, the experts discussed each country’s progress in 
the implementation of the SDG 16. The research findings can be found on 
ADN’s website. 

DEMOCRATIC CONSOLIDATION: ROAD
TO RENEWING DEMOCRACY
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In September 2021, ADN along with 20 Asian regional organizations also 
co-hosted the Asia Regional People’s Assembly that focused on the “way 
forward of addressing the democracy challenges organized with that 
produced the Asian People Charter of Demand.

Finally, the Asia Democracy Assembly is an annual platform where 
democrats from across multi-sectors gather to exchange knowledge and 
brainstorm strategies to progress democracy in the region. This year, it was 
held  online from November 23-24, 2022. The two day event was attended by 
approximately 150 democrats from diverse sectors of civil society. We had 
the opportunity to report on the findings of the sub-regional consultation 
recommendation, and further discussed strategy in confronting democracy 
regression. As a result of the rich experiences and recommendations from the 
assembly, ADN developed the Recession to Resilience: Road to Democracy 
Renewal in Asia that will serve as a guiding document for the Asia region to 
confront democracy regression in Asia. The document was launched on Feb 
8th, 2022 and also available on ADN’s website.

State of Media Freedom in Southeast Asia: Confronting Regression of 
Media Freedom in SEA The Asia Democracy Network, in partnership with 
five local organizations in five countries conducted a series of consultations 
and interviews regarding the state of media in Southeast Asia during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. We worked with organizations, such as the Philippine 
Center for Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) in the Philippines, Asosiasi Media 
Siber Indonesia (AMSI) in Indonesia, Thai Journalists Association (TJA), 

Taken from Road to Democracy Renewal by ADN

Gerakan Media Merdeka (GeraMM) in 
Malaysia, and Cambodian Journalists 
Association (CamboJA). In the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Thailand, round table consultations 
were held and representatives from 
civil society, domestic and foreign 
media institutions, academe, and 
government regulatory agencies 
among others. In Cambodia, on 
the other hand, due to the political 
environment, a different approach 
was taken. In partnership with 
CamboJA, one-on-one interviews 
were conducted with ten relevant 
stakeholders instead of a roundtable 
discussion.

Through the four consultations and 
a series of interviews, members of 
the press were able to send a clear 

https://gcap.global/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Asia-Peoples-Chater-of-Demand-22-Sep-21.pdf


Annual Report 2022

0013 <<<<<

NATIONAL CONSOLIDATION 2021 - IN FIGURES

Countries Event Involvement Focus

Sri Lanka 2 12 NGOs and 50
Participants

•	 State of democracy.
•	 Democracy: Racial and   

Language Polarization

Indonesia 4 24 NGOs Co-host 362 
Participants 

•	 Elections, investment and 
corruption. 

•	 Free Press and Civic Space. 
•	 Law enforcement, state 

violence, and human rights. 

The Philippines 2 Event A: 11 organizations
Event B. 178 participants

•	 Elections and democracy. 
•	 An open discussion: state 

of democracy, constitution 
building, civil society health; 
democracy and economy. 

Malaysia 1 33 Organizations 
50 participants

•	 Youth and civic space

message regarding the vulnerabilities they face during the pandemic – 
most of which are pre-existing political problems with their relationship 
with wielders of power and influence. Through these events, we were able to 
document the problems faced by the media in the five countries that have 
commonalities, and that these require a collaborative, regional approach 
on how to resolve them. There is a clear consensus among stakeholders 
regarding the sad state where the media is operating now. We were able 
to receive sets of recommendations, often intersecting in approach despite 
geographic difference, signifying a desire to move forward in collaboration 
not only among media, but with other relevant institutions and stakeholders. 
The consultations have also opened opportunities for these organizations 
to work together, especially in succeeding advocacy that may result in the 
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2021 was a challenging time for democracy in Asia with several democratic 
crises that took the globe by surprise. In February 2021, Myanmar endured 
a military coup that resulted in a drastic setback to democracy, in August 
2021 after decades long struggle to instill democracy eventually failed 
when Afghanistan fell to the Taliban. Hong Kong, the rapid deterioration of 
democracy that started in 2019 continued at an accelerated rate despite 
the public’s outcry for democracy and human rights. In 2021, Hong Kong 
saw the strengthening grip and pressure of the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) in changing the face of democracy in the territory. Besides taking part 
in the various scales of global solidarity and advocacy, ADN joined other 
institutions to provide relief and assistance for civil society actors in facing 
crises in Afghanistan, Hong Kong, and Myanmar with the focus to ensure their 
safety, and providing them the ability to continue their response remotely.  

In Afghanistan, ADN provided emergency response assistance for vetted 
civil society actors, who are at high risk of persecution from the Taliban, to 
self-evacuate. ADN collaborated with the Asian Network for Free and Fair 
Elections (ANFREL) to identify the at risk activists. The emergency operation 
took place since the Taliban took control of Kabul and continued until 
December 2021 and follow up support until May 2022. We succeeded in 
helping approximately 50 people evacuate to third countries. ADN, together 
with ANFREL, carried out ongoing coordination and connection with Afghan 
civil society members and frequently sought advice from FORUM-ASIA, the 
Urgent Action Fund (UAF), and other human rights defender organizations to 
ensure a safe and efficient response. 

In Myanmar, ADN was able to assist efforts to ensure the safety and protection 
of its partners as they seek safe spaces. This complements other efforts that 
other organizations are conducting to protect pro-democracy sectors. The 
support will continue until the first semester 2021, with additional support 
consolidation for the Myanmar CSOs operated from the border to create 
more efficient cooperation among them.

RESPONDING TO DEMOCRACY CRISIS

Key milestone - Myanmar Support

Survival Support 50 DMAs Groups

Safety Support 750 DMAs Individuals

Digisec Training 60 DMAs
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Hong Kong, with the increasing suppression of democratic processes in  
Hong Kong, the country faces significant challenges to pushback. Many pro-
democracy leaders are in persecution or being exiled to seek safety, but 
eagerly continuing their struggle remotely. Beside enjoin global organizations 
on campaign and advocate the Hongkong issues, ADN provide various 
assistance and facilitation that mainly focuses in encouraging solidarity in 
the region, and to bolster connection of all stakeholders.
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Physical gatherings and solidarity are still prohibited in the Covid-19 
pandemic era. Therefore, many scheduled events that was supposed to 
take place in some destination were cancel and the world moved towards 
adapting technologies means as to remain connected, in particular for 
solidarities and continuing to push back against discrimination, better civic 
space, for freedom, democracy and human rights. 
 
Like many other organizations, ADN also adapted the usage of technology as 
a tool to continue our dialogues, engagement, consolidation and solidarity 
in the era of new normal. 

In May 2021, ADN released a report in regards to the state of media freedom 
in South East Asia which covers Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Cambodia 
and Thailand. Our consultation covered various stakeholders such as media 
practitioners, academias, journalists, editors, civil society, government 
representatives and also intergovernmental representatives. That report 
came out with 7 key recommendations for stakeholders in the region as to 
improve the current stake of the media and journalists. 

Full report can be found here.
 
ADN also produced interactive posters and images, short videos and 
continued engagement with media and using social media platforms to 
further promote the agenda of democracy and human rights. We are happy 
to share our analysis on usage of social media, reach, engagement and 
also coverage that we received from media organizations. 
 
We would like to thank media organizations who gave coverage for our 
events and highlighting key points from our published reports. 
 
We look forward to further engaging with media, civil societies and with all 
our stakeholders in 2022.     

MEDIA INTERVENTION & COOPERATION 

https://adnasia.org/report-state-of-media-freedom-confronting-the-regression-of-freedom-in-southeast-asia-2021/ 
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TWITTER ANALYTICS

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM ANALYTICS

Total of impression: 744386
Total new followers: 1363

Asia Democracy Network
From January 2021 to December 2021

Month

Tweets (Post) Tweet Impression Profile Clicks Mentions New Followers

1st quarter 71 176.8k 9818 1610 646

2nd quarter 311 266k 14031 1907 416

3rd quarter 358 216.4k 12167 436 191

4th quarter 227 100k 9760 299 110

Month

Reach Visit Likes Reach New Followers Profile Visit

1st quarter 21461 225 902 913 - 391

2nd quarter 37013 183 1074 3774 43 587

3rd quarter 194202 649 118 177902 191 1226

4th quarter 14185 598 147 1045 89 278
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ASIA DEMOCRACY NETWORK IN
NEWS 2021
1.    	 AMSA News (Thailand)
	 Link : Click Here

2.    	 State of Media Freedom in Southeast Asia: Confronting the Regression of 	
	 Media Freedom in Southeast Asia (AMSA) (Malaysia)

https://www.thaipbsworld.com/press-freedom-no-laws-can-win-over-the-truth/
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3. 	 Thailand’s state of emergency is a tool to limit the freedoms of people and 	
	 the media – ADN | Thai PBS World (Thailand)  
	 Link : Click Here

4. 	 A Call For Solidarity And Unity To Defend Democracy | INS Independent 		
	 News Service
	 Link : Click Here

https://www.thaipbsworld.com/thailands-state-of-emergency-is-a-tool-to-limit			the-freedoms-of-people-and-the-media-adn/
https://www.theins.news/postview/497-a-call-for-solidarity-and-unity-to-defend-democracy
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5.    	 [REPORT] State of Media Freedom: Confronting the Regression of Freedom 	
	 in South East Asia 2021
 	 Link : Click Here

https://humanrightsinasean.info/library/state-of-media-freedom-confronting-the-regression-of-freedom-in-southeast-asia-2021/ 
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PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY MATERIALS
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2021

Grant Funds 1,764,969

Operational Expenditures (Salaries, 
Benefits, Office Space, Office 
Supplies)

257,129

Program Expenditures 915,805

Balance as of December 31,2021 592,035

Unit : USD
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ADN PEOPLES
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