Asia Democracy Network (ADN) / FORUM-ASIA / May 18 Foundation

Gwangju Forum on the Future of Human Rights in Asia 
Gwangju, Korea / 14:00 to 18:00 on 16 May (Saturday) 2015


Concept Note and Program Agenda 


1. The Gwangju Forum on the Future of Human Rights in Asia is a joint initiative of the Asia Democracy Network (ADN) and the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) in partnership with May 18 Foundation as part of the Gwangu Asia Forum (GAF) to be held in Gwangju from 16-18 May 2015. 

2. The Forum will be held from 2:00 to 6:00 in the afternoon of 16 May (Saturday) 2015 as part of the Gwangju Asia Forum(GAF) on 16-18 May 2015 hosted by May 18 Foundation.  It is also a follow-up to the Special Session on Human Rights in Asia and Vision of a Human Rights City being organized by the Gwangju Metropolitan City and the Korea Human Rights Foundation in the morning of May 16, 2015 during the 5th World Human Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF) on 15-17 May 2015.

3. The Forum aims to reflect on human rights and democracy in the past decades and identify emerging trends and issues in socio-political-economic contexts in Asia which are considered as key challenges to the human rights and democracy movement in Asia in order to develop a collective vision and explore ways to create more impact in the future according to the following guide questions:

1) What are emerging challenges and opportunities for human rights movement in your field(s) and/or in Asia or sub-region? 
2) What are the lessons we have learned from the past decades? What key issues in human rights and democracy do we need to address as priorities in the region? 
3) What kind of regional human rights and democracy standards and mechanisms are needed to meet these challenges? 
4) How can an initiative of developing a people’s charter on human rights and democracy in Asia contribute to the future development of regional human rights / democracy mechanisms?
5) What is the future of human rights in the region?

The outcome of the Forum will be used as one of the inputs for the General Assembly of FORUM-ASIA in January 2016 and a joint initiative to develop the People's Charter on Human Rights and Democracy as a tool to articulate the people's vision and strategies for human rights and democracy movement in Asia.  The Charter is expected to be adopted in 2018 during the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 


Contact Persons:
· Anselmo Lee 	         alee7080@gmail.com, Co-Convener, ADN 
· Evelyn Balais Serrano      evelyn@forum-asia.org, Executive Director, FORUM-ASIA 


Program Agenda and Schedule
May 18 Foundation Memorial Cultural Center, Gwangju, Korea
14:00 to 18:00 on 16 May 2015

	Time
	Agenda

	13:30-14:00
	Registration

	14:00-15:40
	Co-Moderators 
· Evelyn Balais-Serrano, Executive Director, FORUM-ASIA
· Anselmo Lee, Co-Convenor, Asia Democracy Network (ADN)

Learning from the past – reflections on the human rights and democracy movement in Asia in the last decades

Presenter (30 minutes):
· Prof. Vitit Muntharbhorn, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

Discussants (5 minutes): 
· Amihan Abueva, former Philippine Representative to the ASEAN Commission for the Protection of Women and Children, Executive Director, Child Rights Coalition- Asia
· Charles Santiago, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights 
· Rafendi Djamin,  Indonesia Representative to the ASEAN Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR), Indonesia
Open floor discussion with all participants 

	15:40-16:00
	Break 

	16:00-17:40
	Looking to the future- Identifying emerging challenges and
opportunities for the human rights and democracy movement in Asia 

Presenters (20 minutes):
· Prof. Francis Lee, Sungkonghoe University, Korea 
· Prof. Tae-ung Baik, University of Hawaii, USA 
Discussants (5 minutes):
 
· Poenky Indarti, Imparsial, Indonesia
· Samson Salamat, Center for Human Rights Education, Pakistan 
· Prof. Kwak Nohyun, Adviser, Asian NGO Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI), Korea
· Shui Meng Ng, wife of Sombath Somphone, 2015 Gwangju Human Rights Special Awardee, Lao PDR

Open floor discussion with all participants 

	17:40-16:00
	Synthesis/Closing Remarks              
· Henri Tiphagne, Chairperson, FORUM-ASIA




