Asia Young Leaders for Democracy (AYLD) Prospectus, 2015
I. Purpose and Goal

A politically active civil society is critical to the sustainability of any democracy. Democracy underpins global stability, human rights and international security. An informed and active citizenry is the driving force behind a genuine and competitive political process. It also helps build confidence in the system, and public acceptance of election results. Because democratic transitions are rooted in people and movements, sustainable democracy programs cannot be delivered in a top-down, one-off, and short-term manner. To achieve sustainable change, democracy promotion must be a long-range exercise.

To underscore the importance of a strong civil society, in August 2014, the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy held the inaugural Asia Young Leaders for Democracy (AYLD) program in Taipei, Taiwan, gathering fifteen committed young democrats and NGO activists from across Asia to visit Taiwan for the two-week program. Participants attended lectures and discussion sessions led by distinguished scholars and practitioners on a range of topics related to democracy and human rights, benefited from extensive networking opportunities with their counterparts from across the region, and gained an insight into the successful case of Taiwan’s democratization as well as the island’s rich culture and history through a series of field excursions. 

To build on the success of AYLD 2014, the TFD is organizing the program again in August 2015.  We are now seeking applications from qualified professionals who are interested in participating in the program. 


II. Eligibility
· This program is aimed at practitioners and democrats working actively to promote democracy and human rights in Asia.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Applicants can be working as policymakers, academics, legal professionals, and leaders of civil society organizations (such as representatives of legal political parties, congressional assistants, nongovernmental organizations, the media). 
· Applicants must be between the age of 25 to 35; have at least 3 years of full-time working experience and be fluent in English (having a solid command of written and spoken English will allow the participant to fully benefit from participation in the program).
· Applicants must enclose at least two references from organizations or individuals in the field of democracy or human rights.

III. Funding
TFD will pay for air travel, accommodation, meals, and visa costs for the duration of the 14-day program for all applicants. Participants will also be given a small stipend in return for submission of a written report on completion of the program. Where possible, applicants are encouraged to seek supplementary funding from their current employers or other non-governmental organizations.

IV. Date and Venue
The Asia Young Leader for Democracy Program will be held for a period of 14 days at the TFD headquarters in Taipei. The program will run from August 9  to August 22, 2015.

V. Program Courses
There will be lectures, seminars, discussions, and field studies (visits) in the AYLD program. In the morning, there will be lectures on different subjects, to be followed by seminars and discussions in the afternoon. Field studies (visits) to various organizations will be arranged during the program.  

•Lectures and seminars will relate to the following topics:
1. NGO and Civil Society Development: The Taiwan Experience
2. NGO Governance
3. NGOs and Democratic Development
4. NGO-Government Cooperation
5. NGO Funding
6. NGOs and International Cooperation

· Field Studies: 
1. Political parties & government bodies
2. NGOs in  Taiwan
3. Historical/ cultural sights

VI. Operational Procedure
Applications will be open from January 2015, and must be received no later than April 26, 2015. The list of successful applicants will be finalized before the end of May.

VII. TFD’s Commitment
The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy is the first democracy assistance foundation to be established in Asia, and is devoted to strengthening democracy and human rights both in Taiwan and abroad. Its primary mission is to further consolidate Taiwan’s democratic system, promote democracy in Asia, and actively participate in the global democratic network.

The TFD puts its ideals into practice through farsighted, transparent and non-partisan management. Building on the strength of both political parties and civil society, the TFD will enable Taiwan to positively contribute to the worldwide movement for democracy. We also believe that cooperation is essential in order to meaningfully contribute to offering solutions to the world’s problems. The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy is an active member in the international community to strengthen democracy around the globe and expand Taiwan’s participation in international activities. The TFD strives to elevate Taiwan’s democracy and further consolidate her democratic development by promoting education in democracy and international exchanges among academic circles, think tanks, parliaments, and political parties from the world over.

The TFD will use its resources and connections to consolidate the AYLD program and maintain contact with the selected young leaders to keep them in the loop with the latest projects and achievements of TFD. We believe that the AYLD program will not only be beneficial for promising young professionals, but also for the TFD itself to strengthen Taiwan’s relationship with related organizations in Asia.
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