
   

1 
 

បន�ប់ស �នករ  ៃថ�េបាះេឆ ា�ត  ឆ២០១៣ 
Situation Room on Cambodia Election Day 2013 

 
July 17, 2014  

Petition Demanding the Release of MPs-Elect Exercising Right to Freedom of Expression 
at Freedom Park 

 
We, the undersigned Cambodian civil society organizations, were deeply disappointed to see the clash 

Tuesday morning, 15 July 2014, between CNRP supporters and Daun Penh District’s security guards at Naga 
Bridge near Freedom Park. 

 
The clash left 31 people injured, including at least 17 Daun Penh District’s security guards. At least seven CNRP 
MPs-electP0F

1
P and a CNRP’s officerP1F

2
P have been unfairly charged in connection to the violence, including CNRP 

Head of Public Affairs Mu Sochua. The closure of Freedom Park and the subsequent arrest of those demanding it 
reopen have no legal basis: the King and the government of Cambodia have not declared a State of Emergency 
and the Prime Minister has addressed the public that Cambodia’s administration is functioning normally.  
 
The clampdown on the opposition is unjust. It is the government who is obliged to protect and promote the right 
of all citizens, including the opposition, to freedom of expression and ensure that demonstrations pass off 
peaceably. Cambodia civil society notes that Mu Sochua is a strong advocate for non-violence and previous 
demonstrations have adhered to non-violent principles.  
 
Cambodian civil society organizations insist that the courts release Mu Sochua and others immediately and 
unconditionally. The government has argued that the fifth National Assembly was established with 123 
parliamentariansP2F

3
P.     Following their argument, the government is reminded of article 80 of Cambodian 

Constitution which holds that members of the National Assembly shall enjoy parliamentary immunity and none 
of them shall be prosecuted, detained or arrested because of opinion expressed in the exercise of their duties, and 
Provision 04 news of amendment law on internal rule of the National Assembly of Cambodia, stating that 
members of parliament have status and privileges as a top supreme official of Cambodia ......». Article 37 of the 
Constitution protecting the right to holding demonstrations states the right to strike and to organize peaceful 
demonstration shall be implemented and exercised within the framework of law. Right to expression in 51 article 
of constitution stating that Khmer citizen shall have freedom of expression of their idea, freedom of information, 
freedom of publication and freedom of assembly. Furthermore, International Covenant on Civil and political 
Right on second paragraph of article 19 saying that everyone shall have a right to freedom of expression; this 
right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 
either orally, in writing or in print, in form of art, or through other media of his choice. 
 
Cambodian civil society organizations demand authority and the government: 

• To investigate carefully and actively  to seek for the criminal causing the clash 
• And not only to free the Freedom Park but also to practice the Cambodia Constitution and law on 

peaceful demonstration otherwise there will be chaos in Cambodia society seriously affecting economic 
and citizen’s livelihood if they are not released. 

 
CSOs and NGOs endorsing the petition:  
 

• Mr. Koul Panha   Executive Director of COMFREL   012 94 20 17 
• Mrs. Thyda Khus   Executive Director of SILAKA    012 83 84 64 
• Mrs. Ros Sopheap   Executive Director of GADC    012 62 78 57 
• Mr. Soun Bunsak  Secretariat of CHRAC    092 34 43 57 

                                                      
1 1. Ms. Mu Sochua, 2, Mr. Ho Vann 3, Mr.Real Khemrin 4,Mr. Keo Phirum 5, Mr. Men Sothavarin 6, Mr. Long Ry 
7, Mr. Nuth Romdoul 
2 OEU Narith 
3 On 23 September 2013, The Secretariat of National Assembly released the statement saying that 123 elected candidates 
have been offered validity as a member of the National Assembly since23 September 2013 
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• Mr. Mam Sambath  Executive Director of DPA   012 78 89 55 
• Mr. Yeng Virak   Executive Director of CLEC    012 80 12 35 
• Mr. Yang Kim Eng   Vice President of CISA     016 82 82 11 
• Mr. Him Yun   Coordinator of CISA    012 94 70 22 

  


